Recurring Event 0 - 35,000
Savvy Winner
Meet the Engineers Event Series
City of Lake Forest, IL

The judges said…
As someone who has to begin developing a downtown construction communications plan, all I can say is WOW! This was so cool to learn about. I love how your team turned the negatives into positives all while educating and supporting local businesses. 

Silver Circle Winner
Rhythm & Roots: A Summer Rooted in De Soto
City of De Soto, KS

The judges said…
Wow! First, the branding of this, the intentionality, and the foundation is something special. This is one of the last award submissions I am judging, and the first that made me feel like I was a part of your city. Many cities host summer concert series, but De Soto made this a community effort. The partnerships and the logistics make this unique. I love that residents feel heard and valued. I love your branding. I hope this event continues to grow and bless your community for many years to come.

Award of Excellence Winner
Breakfast with Tiffany
Town of Trophy Club, TX

The judges said…
I am very impressed with this program, this is super innovative and creative. I love that you all specifically looked to remove more of the barriers between the community and local government and that your Mayor was so open minded to this. Great metrics showcasing from the start how many events have been hosted. Also, great overall vision behind the budget. Overall I was super impressed with this submission, well done!

Recurring Event 35,000 - 110,000
Savvy Winner
Mansfield Council Chats
City of Mansfield, TX

The judges said…
This was a great submission that really highlighted every element of the planning process and execution. The intentionality behind reaching residents where they are was exceptional and the success of this event was captured beautifully in the submission.

Silver Circle Winner
Pride Starts Here: WeHo Pride
City of West Hollywood, CA

The judges said…
This is such an amazing effort by all involved - it truly takes a lot of planning, strategy, teamwork and focus to really bring together so many people and make continued improvements to such a large-scale event. The measures of success, both quantitative and qualitative, were clearly displayed and it was impressive to see how many mediums were used to promote the event. I appreciate the combination of earned and paid media, as well as use of traditional and digital mediums. This is overall just a really successful effort to not only continue but expand upon the promotion of an annual, large-scale event. Kudos goes to the WeHo team for this incredible undertaking!

Award of Excellence Winner
CAFE: A Celebration of Culture, Arts, Food, and Entertainment
City of Oak Creek, WI

The judges said…
What an incredible event! This submission was incredibly well-written and defined, covering all the aspects of the process, from the opportunity statement to the goals and budget. The successes of this event were clearly captured and it's evident through the photos and accompanying documents that the community really appreciated this gathering. This is a great example of taking a static document like a Strategic Action Plan and using it to develop an engaging, vibrant and community-focused gathering that clearly was heartwarming and memorable for all who attended. Nice job!

Recurring Event 110,000+
Savvy Winner
Denton Halloween
City of Denton, TX

The judges said…

Denton saw a niche market that hadn't been tapped into to shine from neighboring cities. Instead of doing a weekend or week celebration, they turned October into a full month celebration of the holiday and also a way to honor their local artists and businesses. Making it a full month celebration helps increase their tourism rate and also boosts the local sales that helps the city. This is an impressive feature as they opt out from outsource help and keep everything within the city which once again, strengthens their bond with their residents.

Silver Circle Winner
OC Waste & Recycling Compost Giveaway
Orange County, CA

The judges said…

The OCWR does an outstanding job of implementing the reduce, reuse, and recycle strategy in their project. They do so by focusing on turning organic waste into compost and mulch in order to meet their goals of reducing methane emissions. The OCWR also makes sure to avoid multiple reprints by using date changing decals to help take into account how often advertisements need to be changed out. The budget that was used in the program is also noteworthy, considering how large of a population they serve, by keeping all marketing and advertising in house. This program deserves high recognition as it positively serves the community and the environment.

Award of Excellence Winner
Tunnel To Towers 8th Annual Charlotte Climb
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department, NC

The judges said…
Amazing memorial event that not only honors the fallen but assists their respective families. The event managed to save their budget with the event space letting them rent for free and the money raised surpassed the number of attendees.
